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Solas Awards Ceremony A Celebration of Excellence

/ Awgﬁimﬁtu!l THE k M; Joun Russell. Educution Officer of  ners received from therr fellow nominees

County Lor VL wis  Lie il on stage. She relermed 1o th oy chane
vee draw VY & g . 3 i : :
Honour ot the St Atdon vnual Solas ing fce of Inish educution and 1o the many
Lty i I ( wilds Ceremony which ook place on chullenges it faced, She spoke of the impor
- - = : : - Wiednesds M rd Ma The event celebrat wnce ol peknowledeine achievement = nol
student i m
\ Ih [ § T TRAS 1l I munils i Wit s il 0 L § uicle winrreli
et o . : | d the achievements: of pupils who have just deademic, but covering a wide
lented s > L seeted in i vanery of Delds over the pas I dreas. She outlined the great value thit
4 LB | i 0 0 "
over six i S 7. Thi velve months, Over one hundred students  education brings and how the Irish edu
1 v | | ment aninated Tor awands in various cale M syslem continues to strve Lo nurture ill
ol hath | | r 20 ueh ncludmg humanities. sports,  aspects ol the imdividual = physical, spnto
will sixe I new students joining the collegd science and technolog il emotional  and  antellectual.  She
and my thanks 1o the many primig chionl The progromme of events imcluded Trish expressed heartlelt congratulations 1o al
Trom wingl eceive such tremendous sug dancing, music and a multimedo video dis awird nominees and thanked teachers of
ot play of highhehts from the pas) vear in the he college for their cooperation and vision
| would also like o congratulate Eoin|| college. The above picture wuly copture which has helped make 5t Aadan's the car
1 ] ¥ i & T My ® i1 - ave i '] 1
Murphy from lust year's Leaving Centificats the spirit « e occasion, one which is the  ng commnted college tha i i
group who received the Murtin Langan] | high point of the College year and one he D Steele Community Award was pre-
Achievement Medul lvom the County Cork , R ; i e 1 i " ; ] ) !
w2l Stk e e - uch drew a capacity crowd despite the  semied o college caretakers Eamonn O
VEC and also an entrunce scholarship (o et 't = Py T o - y * 11 1 .
act that at clashed with the Champions  Callaghon and Chrsty Kelleher, D, Steele
1K q i :
P ; . : League Final in Athens n presenting the award, praised and
JUT Collepre Vision slalement  states th a1
- = e Ms Russell, in her address, praised the stu thanked both men for ther commitment
Aldun's strives o be a safie, caring Christion ;
; lents of SL Aidan's Tor ther mutoal respect and dedication o the school community
communmty where each c¢hild s valued amd . . ,
: ! ; tor one another, which was evident Trom  Well done o all award nominees
nurtured o be the best that they can be l %
the wirm congratulations which the win Bivdl blvir solas ag taithoeanh,




Meitheal
ongratulations o Stephen MeCarthy, Stephomie Reed, Stephanie
C ogarty, Roy ('Flyon, Gary Condon, Keith Honnigan, and
Catherine Dennehy, all in Transition Year, who have just completed

training as Meitheal mentors. Watch out for the new Mentheal wegm in the

school from September, The Meitheal ream are here 1o help!

A Challenge Facing Us
l\ there a link between what we learn in school and what we eventu-

ally earm outside of it? Do better educated people hive greater job
security, enhanced promotion prospects, o more interesting career path
and better working conditions? Every statistic on the subject confinms
ves as the answer, Do vou have 1o be exceptionally bright 1o do excep
tonally well in school? No is the answer. Ambition and hard work is
all it takes, The eight students who spent a week in LLCUC, this term
on 4 "taster programme” now know what it takes. Those who went 1o
the U.C.C. and C.I.T. vpen diys know the benefits ol successfully
upplying for courses of study there, They know the sacrilices neces-
sury. The top of the rnge mabile or top of the rmnge lifestvle, financed
by i part-time job which ems into study time, 15 just one of the sacri-
fices which they will be called upon 10 make. For some. the test will
prove too hard, For others, with greater ambition, the hard work is
alreidy started. As & school naturally enough we support such endeay-
ours. All we ask of parents is an egual mepsurement of encouragement
ot home. My Kinpston

Active Home Involvement in Schooling

n ostudy after study, researchers discover how important it is for
Ip.u ents and guardians o be actively involved in their child's edu-
cation. Here are some of the Ondings of major research into home
involvement: Simply put, when there is an interest in a student's edu
cation at home, the student does better in school. And when the fam-
ily is involved in school, children go farther in school - and the
schools they go 1o are better
1 doesn't begin with ottending  porent-teacher-student meetings,
althowgh that's o good place o san! A home environment thal
encouruges learning is more important o student achievement than
income, education level or cultural bockground. Reading achieve-
ment is one example of the imponance of learning nctivities in the
home. Reading aloud 1o vounger children s the most important
activity that parents can do o inerease their chald's chance of read-
ing success, Talking o children about books and reading stories and
parts of the newspaper alowd to them also supports reading achieve-
ment
It's mever wo late, Getting involved doesn't end in primary school
The earlier that home involvement begins in a child's educational
process, the more powerful the effects. However the family can
make an important contribution 1o student achievement for students
of all ages - from nursery school all the way through to the Leaving
Certificate and beyond - just by asking about and discussing issues
related 1o their education
The muore active home involvement the better. Three Kinds of home
involvement are consistently associated with higher student achieve-
ment: oclively organising and monitoring a child's time by helping 1o
arrange their meal-times. troiming times and Ly, fime; by helping
with homework, which agan might also involve facilitating their
work-times and meal-times; and discussing school matters in a con-
structive and mutually supporive way.
And in case you're leeling guilty about talking when you could have
been studying, some good news. When children and parents talk reg-
ularly about school, children perform  better academically
Obviously, discussions about Sunderland’s future or the next Harry
Potter movie don't count, except when they lead on o discussions
about school,
What are the benefits? Positive results of home involvement include
improved  student achievement, reduced absenteeism, improved
hehaviour and restored confidence among people in their children's
schooling. The time and effort regquired is a small price o pay for the
huge benehits that follow

Mr C.Manley & Mres A.Q"Donovan

Photoe
Top: Meitheal Team

elidcle: First Year students receive Access Programme Awands at UCC
Bottom: Goeliacht Scholarship Winners

Home School Community Liaison

Alnl of my time us Home School Community Co-ordinator is spent
on home visitition. During the st couple of yeurs, an increasing
number of students are coming o S Aidan's from many to many parts
of the norhside of Cork city incloding, Farrunree, Gurranbeahern
Blackpool, Commons Road ox well os our more troditional areas ol
Ballyvolane/Dublin Hill, the Glen and parts of Mavield. The home
visitation: service provides a valuable link berween the home and
school and although there is a very large area to cover, | enjoy the chal
lenge and 1 am very grateful for the counesy and Kindness | receive
from our parenis when 1 call. Many thanks o 51, Aldan's parents who
have generously given their time 1o help with some of our setivities this
vear; including: Local Committee, Maths & Science for Fun, Reading

for Fun, and providing mentoring support for new parents. This year's
Local Commitiee is very much concerned with environmental aware-
ness both in school and in the local community. This work 15 ongoing
ane 1f uny parent would like (o get involved we would be delighted o
hear from you, The Maiths for Fun and Reading initiatives were con-
ducted over seven week modules and were very enthusinstically
received by the students, parents and =afl involved. ‘We are also very
vrateful to the Commumity Women's Education Initiative for funding

andd providing moming courses and we look forwarnd to continuing this
very worthwhile pannership.
IN vou are interested in participating in any of our activities, you are
viery wisloome (o confact me ol 02 1- 4307 486

Joe Cotter, Home School Community Liaison Co-ordinator,

achieve and | hope that our Solas magaeine
reflects the effors made by stall and students o bhuaizh
wchieve this goal

To conclude, | would ke 1w thank our college

Liain Ahern, Principal | Go n-¢iri go geal leo!

Fronm pee T “Gaeltacht Chorca Dhulbhne

omghairdeachas leis no dahan o
scoiliireachiay  go
Coeltacht Chorea Dhuibhne. Beidh
ranganng acw gach madin,  ¢luiehi
stall, our students and their parents / goardions | am tedthndna agus beidh céild ar sil
for helping 1o create the unigue leaming com- gach niche. I]L'|.|_||| an-chroie acu agus
munity thin is 56 Addan's feabhsaidh a gouid Gaelige go mirn
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Words of Wisdom from UCC
Fltlt'x':'l of last year's Leaving Centificate students,
150 of the ver group, from S Addan’s

wenl on Lo '~III|J'_'. al UCC, One vear on we hiear somme of their stories

alimist

Evan Guiton, Business Information Systems
Impressions of UCC - There's always something happening and great
Freedom o do what vou decide

Advice - Third level education is worth doing. 10 gives vou the oppor
ity 1o get the job vou want and hove a great experience domg 11
Career Prospects - Business [Information Systems open up o lot of
opportumities. N has o six-month work experience placement in

vmerica, most gradustes end upoin America or London

Ali Keane, Arts

|I1I[ln-\\illrh ol LI College s a massive change froom school.
Students really have to mature as it is up o them o do their own work,
Fhe social side of UCC ix 3 Lownl |.:|.|:_'|I il B s casy o make frieods.

Advice - Study hard. Work hard, Focus on the work, 08 casy 1o simy Trom

the work bul if you want w continue to college, it's worth it in the end.

Career Prospects-The career prospects with an Aris degree are hroad,
You can gointo coreers like teaching or journalism. I'm indecisive as
vet but vou cun also use the degree (o go into things like the Defence
Forces and vou can receive better pay. Tis good to Keep your options

CRPHTT NI WOLr Tirst Yo

Lorraine Dennehy, Early Childhood Studies

Impressions of UCC- Big change from secondary school with major
emphasis on social life and meeting new people

Advice - 0 is worth ot o go onto third level education for many dif-
ferent reasons, The resources, facilities and opportumnes available 1o
you will stand to you in the future such os meeting new people and
enjoving the social life and exira- curricular activities

Career Prospects- Al present. | have no idea which area of childeare
I will end upoan but pediatric nutrition and psychology appeal to me at
the moment

Eoin Murphy, Aceounting (UCC Scholarship Winner)
Impressions of UCC

College is extremely different to secondary

school. It's up 10 yvourself whether
vou want to do the work or not, This
is difficult to get used to at first.
Advice to students at St Aidan's -
My advice to students is just do the
best yvou ¢an and hopefully you'll get
the points vou need.

Career Prospects - Accounting is
one of the best business degrees
around s0 it opens a lot of doors,
Hopefully, I'll be on my way to
becoming o Chartered Accountant if
I complete the course,

Poetry

I\.-mhl fell you thot when on o school trip |

receved divine inspiration from:a Vernmeer
pauimting in the Mational Gallery of A but,
honestly, the poem | submitted was written on
the number seven bus in about en mnuies
Don't get me wrong. the Vermeer painting that
[ viewed wiis truly beautiful and it Jid give me
inspiration but | receive most of my inspira-
tion i unusoal places. It doesn't matter where
vou are or who you are with, inspiration can
hit when you least expect it. Although you
may 0ot have the slightest idea when it may
hit, my advice would be 1o always be prepaned
whether 1t be with an Ad pad and selection of
pens oF & napkin and pencil. Ldeas, like inspi-
ration, can come out of the hlue butl, unlike
inspiration, with a little work it can blossom
into: something you could never have imag-
ined you could create, which in tum could
inspire somecns ¢lse. Redmfiing, I've been
told is extremely important 1o help develop
style but in my experience it only ok away
from anything | wrote, The poem | submitted
wits my first draft and when 1 iried o improve
it 1 only made it worse, Inspiration comes (o
everyone at different imes, be it in a beautiful
iallery surrounded by masterpleces, or on an
overcrowded eity bus. [ up to you whether
you expiand on it or nok "1 just went with my
nspiration. s all you can do.”- Yoko Ono
\Kate Murray
Kate won the Senior Poetry  Compeiition
lorganised by the Department of English in
Wpril, Darren King was runner up. Megan
Wearhon wom the Junior section for her Hatku,

Two Souls

Pwor souls. lost in ther own lives,

Chce separated by a breath, now separated by
an elernity

An everlasting tether tving their souls together
Uintil such time as they are in need, in pain, in
TETTHIFSE,

In wanting, their soulmates love and affection

But never shall they reanile,

Never shall therr souls be one in this etemal
hardship,

Where every soul resides knowingly or not
Tha they will lose the renson they were pul on
this enrth for.

Lost since childhood, that romantic wanting of
another soul,

O the Torgiveness. the sympathy, the love that
it hrings.

A fnendship lost can mend overtime,

But time wasted wanting love 1o returm

Will never render itself 1o souls that are not
willing to accept.

I am distrmaght in thinking we shall never
share that same groce,

That love. that loyally

Bui all is not lost!

IT ever | need a shoulder, an ear or o hear,
You'll be there for me.

I not phiysically then spidtaally,

And in my heart,

Bring me through the hardships of this
Inconsiderate, intolerable hate and fear,
In which we reside,

Kate Murray

It's a Rover
It's a Rover,
I's like a four-leal clover:
S0 hard 1o find
Mo peace of mind
Until it= life is over,

It's a Rover.

It's driven by someone older,
If you see cars in piles

For miles and miles

The one in front's o Rover,

It's & Rowver,
The engine won't urm over.
On an carly mom
It's like o thom
In the side of its luckless owner
Darren King finspired by R. Hali)

HAIKU (Galloping Filly Foal)
Following the mare,
She steadies her wobbly feet
Then she gets the beal.

Her mother’s soft breath
Snorts upon this filly's back
Nudging her to stand

Galloping the field
She stumbles in the soft grass
Figuring this world.

Onee again they roam
And now the filly has grown
She now has a foal.
Megan Scanlon




Leaving Certificate Applied N " o
he Leaving Certificate Applicd wis introduced o 51 g . e : -
Aadans fust September and the colleee’s first LCA cluss - iy o Y ' '’
class Seosgmhb - have now suceessiully completed their H ]
first year. The LOCA is o distinet, sell-contained pwo Vieu !
programme mimed ot preparng studdents fin il work- . -f .
ing life. The programme puts an empha 1 forms ol f .1 s 1
achievement and excellence which the esu wed Leaving
Centificate has not recognised in the pus Progrmme
wils introduced w S Addans 1o recogs e talents of all
stiudents and 1w |l'.-l'.||||' OpysArTLmiL i .||"||_'|||-|'||1|1'|'|| m
lerms ol r-.'-|~---.1-||'-.-|||:.. sell-estecm and sell-know ledye h:.
helping students apply what they learn in the real world, -
LCA Work Experience

WHIL Experience is a key component of the LCA pro
gramme. Each veoar students complete four weeks of work
expenence in two different locations, Students are required 1o
prepare and plan for the work placement, o complete a journal
detailing various work related aspects whilst on the programme
andd, on completion, to eritically reflect on the experience. The
module plavs o kev part in helping the student develop hisfher
sell-confidence, commumication and interpersonal skills through
interacting with adulis in o working environment, Also, it helps
the student 1o explore different career paths and 10 invesigale

further truining  opporiunities. Many thanks w0 all the local

Jellyzone Mini {‘Ul'llpilll'll.' emplovers who have faciliited our stodents on work: placement
‘ ey . over this paist year Your assistance is greatly appreciated

OII 02 March 07 Closs Seosamb had an Enterprise Day, making plans

for the Fl."”} Lome mum company, which tumed out 1o be very suc
cessful. We first set up the room and looked over the set of questions | SCHOOLS BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP

which we had prepared for our frst visitor Mr. Peter Walsh, owner of
Woodlands Flooring, We asked him many guestions ahout his business his 15 the second yvear of the SBP Programme in which St
His answers were interesting and he outlined how he came up with his Aiduns 15 teamed up with Heitons Atlantic Homecare,
company name and also why he decided 10 enter the Noorine business Blackpool. During the year, Personnel Manager, Niamh Madden
Mr. Walsh joined us for a tea break and delightful refreshments were visited the school on three occasions and shared her valuable
served which were purchased from the company budget. After ihe ea insights with elass Seosamh, LCA on various work related
break Ms. Cotter outlined her mini company experiences. She gave s o axpects such os job applications, imerview skills and CV prepa-
It of valuable advice about the importance of working tosether as ration, The cliss also visited the Blickpool store and was given
team. When our visitors left we discussed the prodict that might sell besy a Tl vowr of the premises. Many thanks o Niamh and also o
for us and also the competition from other areas, Our compuny wis i suc- Numh Fitzgerald, SBP Coordinator. for their commitment to,
cess and we made a profit with which we were very pleased. unil |||,'l.|.'!n|'-|'|1\~|:'|'| of, the programme in the St Awdan's. during

Noreen Me Carthy | his past year

Photos

Top: LCA Awands Ceremony
Left: Cliss Seosamh visit Woodlands
Floaring
Left: Emma Power on work experience
i Brablin Hill Habr and Beauty Salon.
Right: Timmy CXSullivan, pietured  S—
with Lormmuine Powell, HE Manager, on
wiirk experience in Cognex, Dublin
Hill.
Bowom:; Class Seosamh with John

J| Spillzine “

ane to Class Seosamh

OH 24 November 2006 John Spillane, o self employed musician, came
1o visit Class Seosamh o help us complete two key sssigniments for

our Leaving Certificate Applied programme. For Jobsearch we had 1o
interview a self-employed person and for English and Communics
we had to interview a guest speaker. Before John visited we prepared our )
questions for him in class. My question for Jobsearch was *Why did you
mitke the choice to be self employed?” When John arrived Loaura wel-
comed him ds Gaeilge. When we finished the questions John sang a few
songs including “All the ways you wander”, "Johnny don't go to
Ballincollig® and many more, He then gave us his autograph and we had
some photographs taken. | then thanked John on behalf of the class for
COMing 1o see us. Timothy ' Sullivan Class Seosambh,




Europe Comes to Aidan's
A'-« part o the Junior Certificate Schools Progromme, class Antain
undertook o task of making o book. The subject selected wos the

European Union and the students invited Mr, Simon Coveney MEP 1o
come 1o visil them, Exch studem did a repor on their chosen country
fnd, 1o get more information, letters were written i English 1o ambaos-
sadors of their countries reguesting miterials and inlormation. Work
wis dlso under way in other subject ancis,

Ms Karina Buckley. and RTE weather
presenter visited the closs, Muths: 1w araphs were made - one on the

Science: reading emperature

enlargement of the EU done on the computer and another showing the
tempergiure of therr country with details of the mean and the mede
Woodwork: maps of the countries were drawn on woosd and cur ont in
the woodwork class. Metalwork: a stand was: made 10 display the
book. Irish: students wrote an acknowledgement in Irish in the book.

Photos
Top: First Year clusses Ennna, Lean, Colman, Brid. Mancus,
Lefi; Marie O'Sullivin receives awand froom Mr. B OYBrien,
CED, Co, Cork VIEC
Right: Visiting Dignitanies include Lord Mavar Clly, Michael
Ahern and Simon Coveney, MER
Right: Music Trom the differem countries.
Far Right: Claire Higgins with her reply froom the Drish
Embassy in Portugal

CSPE: stdens worked on fogs of countries and leamed about gov-
emment; ES5: students learned about the beginning of the EU and the
history of the countrivs. Compuiers: graphs were drawn and letters
typed up

Y programme (o present the book 1o the school was planned, It gave
the students the opportunity 0 inform other students in St Aidon's
about the European Umion. Letters were tdgain written to Presidents,
Kings and Queens of the EL
gramme. Ambassadors were also invied as well as MEPs. |local
politicians, the Board of Management, parents and students. Each sto-

countries inviting them w the pro-

demt prepared o shide presentution on their country and displayed the
materials they had gathered. They also displayed the letiers received
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Taoiseach and Queen

Elizabeth's Office, just to nume a few! Food was prepared for visitors
o give 4 Mavour of the cuising from each of the diffeérent countries.
Mrs. M. Flanagan.
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Donna's New York Diary
Second vear-sindest Donna Pugean was one
af 72 students whe frovelled o New York in
Fehruar
trip
Lowas the might before 1 headed off on the
Ilii|'l ol u tme. My Mam was double

Herne she goves an account of e

checking that 1 had evervthing packed: wairm
Then 1 was off w0
bed 1o try and get some sleep, which | knew

clothes, gloves, shoes el

wiorlld be hard 1o do becouse of all the
excitement

Next morning when we arrived
the school the leaders of the
groups called us into lines aod
EOVE US OUr passpors .uul
woolly hats. Al nine om
everyone walked down o SL
Oliver’s Church i the ran. Fr

James™ Muass left evervone we

were leaving behind feeling safe W
Aw we were leaving the
s all our
efforis, (for the girls applying make-up,

and secure
church the min was pouring
straightening our hair and the boys styling
their hair with gel) were in vain, When we
reached the coaches they were playing "New
York, New York”.

The plane journey was long but was well
worth il It was very exciting 1o land and see
the snow on the run-way, We collected o
bags and headed for the YMCA hostel which

had o restauram, basketball cour,

gy,

swimming pools and access (o the intemet,

Cnce we arnved ar the hostel we gol our

school LD, cards (which displayed our name,

photo, hostel address and eme

Y L ot

mumber) and our room keys, We |_|r|||s|'||_'..| i

suntcases and headed straght Tor the Empire
State building. Evervone was exhausted and

just wanted to ‘Jl.‘L'P.

how-
ever it was well worth it because the view
fromm the op was indescribable

Owver the next few days we visited Madison
Square Garden, Centrul Park, o few muse-
ums. St Patrick™s Cathedral, Woodbury
Common and West Point Military Academy
We ate at the Hard Rock Café before ice-
skanting at the Rockefeller Centre, We e o

Planet Hollywodsd in Times Square before
going W see Beawn and the Bease on
Broadway. On the wonderful cruise we saw
the Statue of Libenty, Brooklyn Bridge and
many other wonderful sites. It was absolune
Iy freesing on the crse! The night befone we
left we were exhousted and excited 10 be
comng home but upset 1o be leaving the Big
Apple. Our bags were bursting with all the
extra stuflt we bought for evervone back
home

As we were leaving the hosiel we ook
one last look at the sites of New
York., We Ground Zero,
where the Twin
stoidd tall, It was o very emo-

SilW

Towers once

tional expericnce. When vou
[ook at that big empty space it
brings buck memaornes of W11,
We also managed some  last
minute shopping a1 Century 21
near ground zero. before having
lunch at Lunasa Irish pub,

When we reached JEK airport the excitement
of coming home grew stronger. We were all
wondering how our pretures would come out
but, not (o fear, Fr. James went 10 a ot of
trouble making a DV with hundreds of pho
tos and greal mosic that everyone enjoyed.
MNew York City was one of the best experi-
ences that we will ever have and has given us
memories which we will never forgen,




LEAVING CERT CLASS OF 2007 BIODH BHUR SOLAS AG TAITNEANEAMH

:3ttlt’l »

e | i:’, g % ;

% g L B
g ¢+ 8% i 2R

Leaving Certificate Class of 2007 Parting Words from our Student President
Lis time to bid Grewell o our Sixth Yeor students, I s hard 1o i those of vou who don't know, 'm Liam Deasy, President of the
believe that the time has passed so quickly and that they have Pupils’ Council this year. 1t's hard 1o believe that it's almost six vears
grown from guiet, shy and nervous First Years to mature respuon since | sturted in S5 Aidan's Community College and that there's only
sible adulis, |must give them eredin for their hard work over the three weeks left before | graduate,
past yeur. | hope this will stand w them in their exams and that Wee heair it all thie time from teachers about how the time will tly and even
they will reap iheir rewards in August when they get their resulis I have to admit it definitely has. Even still, to say I'm sorry to be finish-
On behall of the Sixth Year tutors and all the stal T would like 1o ing would be a lie. There's nobody that would like 1o be stuck in school
vish each amd everyone well both in then lorthcommg exums forever, least of all myvself, 'm liverally counting down the 1E;|:n in antic-
and 1 the futurg Ws. M. Kingston, Sixeh Year Tutor ipation. Then comes the Leaving Cert.
Aier the fourteen years in the school system it all comes down to one
5”} Hello and Wave Good l":" ¢ state exam, 'm on the last bend, but o anyone who has stll got it ahead
During mv six years in St Addan®s 1 have developed and matured ol them, my advice is simple: Don't drive yourself mad, but keep a cool
Loy become @ more confident persan. This s due o the SUpMrt head and give il Noir best shot,  Adter the amount of our lives we "'i""'""l
shown by my teachers und peers, | was continuously encournged building up to it why give up at the end? Find a balance between work
fromy my, Diest day i this school. Tn particular, durng Transition and ||;|x|.:||y i |'.||.|-:5h anid ol the :-'F-l'-|1-' you wank. As | like o Sy, pressure
Year, | had the chance 1o experience an array of work epportuni is:for Lyres!
ties which will be advantageons for my future carcer. Not only Phey say that school days are the best of our lives. I'm about to find ot
il 1 ke friends i the cliassroom, bul also throush extra-cur il the real world 15 as bad as 1|||.'_'.- make out. | doubt it Thanks for read-
ricular activities such as musie and sport. 15 1 could give on img. Ciood luck! fand Took after that dram Kit!)
piece of advice it would be, thit "Wisdom s not a product of Ligm Deasy, 6l Year, Class Daivi, 2007
schooling buy the life ong attempt 1o acquire i {Alber — -
Einstem | Tvarn Fr-a.ur:!-u:'r. ity J:vu:, Clusxy Daivi Ph}’SiEH .]‘rip to UL‘{:
n February, St Aldan's visited UCC wo attend the Annual Physics Tyndall
First year is completely different w primary school. You move Leciure, This year's leciure entitled 'Rock Guitar in 11 Dimensions:
pround a lot more and make s of mew Teends, You also oet all Cirats. Strods - anid ?';upl.'rhlr|rlg\c' waE |'|I'i.“il.‘l1[l.'1.E h!.' Dr. Mark I..l.."pkl'll."}'. It
new teachers and books, First year is a good experience! addressed such questions as what causes the revolutionary, history-chang-

Koy Shaw, It Year, Class Brid | {ing sound of the rock guitar and how it helps us understand the namre of
the entire Universe. Afterwards the students were given a guided tour of]
UCC and o grewt day out was had by all.

n Friday 4th of May the Leaving Centificate Biology class travelled by train from
Cork to Fota for an Ecology Fieldwork course. During the morming there was a
lecture on Leaving Centificate Ecology in the Education Centre in Fota Wildlife Park.
The lunch break gave students an opportunity to winder around the park itself and look
at the animals while the afternoon was spent doing practical fieldwork in the wood-
lands heside Fota House, The weather could not have been better with sunshine and
blue skies all dav. In fact, the shade in the woods was o relief for some! 1 also meant
than Mitrk's shorts were not so visikle, | u'r:\.|1|.h|:|. |,*|:in!, il the Lj_|} |]|||1|\,‘|1-\,|’_'|_'.'

Mr L Dayle




Visit Ahern, On arrival the group was divided into four smaller groups and
to m each headed off on activities, Over the two days everybody ook part
oI thowghe Kilfinane was a good trip overall, Canoeing was by far the |

fext activity, Rock-climbing, hill walking and orfenfeering. were
alripht. The wruh af ohe kitchen wes nice except wien we bad fo do ihe

in canoeing, mock-climbing, hill walking and oriemecning. Everybody's
favourite was canoeing, A number of people took an unexpected swim
but even that did not dampen their spirits. Orienteening proved to be o

washing up” Danny O'Connor, Class Agata 3y Girticult for one o two groups - they need o work 4 bit mone on
their map reading! Each group helped out in the Kitchen after the meals

n the 23rd und 24th of April. fowrty two First and Second Year stu- < although guite a few did not know their sweeping brush from their tes
denis headed off for an activity trip 1o Kilfinine outdoor centre in towel! The min stayed with os for the two days but even that did nit

Limerick. They were accompanied by Mr. Manley, Ms. un ine and Mr.  take from the fun. A great tnp, enjoved by all s, Quane

Composer in The L‘lusbrtmm

ell known singerfsong writer John Spilline worked with the Fourth

Year Music elass for twelve weeks as part of the ‘Composer i
Classroom’ project during which time the students composed severall
songs. Two of the songs were performed by the swedents both in the
Millennium Hall on the 2nd of May in a concert which included Four aiher
schools, and ot the Solas Awards ceremony in 51, Addans on Moy 23rd. The

first song "Believe in Yoursel® was composed by Catherine Dennehy and
the second "To be Happy in Life' was writien by Niamh 0 Connell
Srephanie Fogarey.

Destination Nicaragua

earagun is one of the higgest countries in Central America. The capital eity is Managua
N.uul the second largest is Esteli, which was the destination for myself and six other
young people and eight adults from various organisations from around Cork, including
Mayfield Art Centre. We truvelled to Nicaragua as part of an art exchange in which there
were representatives from Colombin, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hungary and, of course,
MNicaragua. The exchange involved all the young people teaching the other young people
skills in mural painting and art. The ant group in Esteli is called FUNARTE. This was set up
to help young people learn about their rights and o educate them (o be respectiul of all peo-
ple and of natore. The main objective was to paint o mural incorporating the culiure from
eirch representative country, We succeeded in this and the mural 15 on & wall in the town cen-
tre of Esteli. for all 1o see. Michael (' Callaghan, Fifth Year

"s HARE 2007 Photos

ell done 0 our two SHARE represemtatives, Fifth Year studemts Gavin O'Callaghan and Michael | Top; Trip to Kilfinane,
O'Callaghan, for their tremendous work with the organization during this past vear, They unfailingly | Middle: John Spillane with Fourth
attended the weekly meetings and played an influential part in the SHARE Student Executive, They visited | Yeir
the elderly SHARE residents on o weekly hasis. they spent twelve hours a day collecting on the streets off k:llllljr::“‘.:llulu'lI\tEI”II i INIENE
Cork in the lead up w Christmas and, thanks o their efforts, over one thousand curos was raised for SHARE | o Right: Fifth Years
in the St. Aidan's Christmas Concert. Their dedication and commitment has truly sct an example for students | pioailing in Kinsale
froam this college for the years w come. Well done lads, you have done yourselves and vour school proud.
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Transition Year in Review

As youcan see it has been a very busy Transition Year. We started the

year with a tnp (o Kinsale Outdoor Activity where we leamed sea
canoeing. During the year we completed many courses. Eight pupils
(including myself) competed in an inter-schools First Aid Competition.
Drive for Life was the highlight of November which really brought
home the consequences of dangerous driving. The 1two weeks work
experience proved 1o be a real eve opener into the world of work, The
PAL (Public Aceess to Law) programme gave an insight into the legal
system in Ireland, The mock trial in the afternoon was great fun. Guest
speakers included Cura, The Counselling Centre and Mna Feasa. Among
the ather highlights of the vear were John Spillone's Compaser in the
Classroem. Now back (o reality in Fifih Year! Cian Kearney

Barcelona Trip

group of 26 Transition Year studénts. pictured below, aecompi-
AII]L"[! by three teachers set off for Barcelona on Apral 12th for five
days. We stayed in the quiet tourist resort of Costa Callelua, there were
plenty of activities w0 do in our hotel with s swimming pool and
gumes room and nearby beaches, Our first day was spent visiting cul-
tral sites of the city, followed by o traditiona] Salsa show i the
evening. Other activities included o visit (o Montserr IHImaslery
where we enjoved the spectacular views en route 1o the summil by
cable car, ice skating, swimming, bowling, a Barcelona vs Muallorea
mateh playing in the Novcamp stadivm and a tnp (o the Portaventurs
theme park. Many thunks 1o the students Tor their excellent behaviour
and cooperation throughout the trip and to the 1eachers who gave up
their time W aceompany them,

A\ part of the Mathematics Transition Year Program, students leam
map reading and use of scales. To give u real life flavour 1o this
module, three trips were undernaken 1o remole arcas of Munster. The
first trip wis to the south approaches of the Galiee Mounmins in
November 2006, Despite adverse weather (surprise, surprise!) the stu-
dents completed the first stage of the climb on Galiee Mo, the highesi
peak of the range, Our second trip was far more dramatic. On o duy angl
might of heavy ruin and storms across all of Europe, we set out for the
Knockmealdown range in North Waterford, A brutally difficult climb
up the Sugarloal wos followed by an overnight in the forest. No tents
were used, and students were issued with survival bags, which kept out
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In September six Transition Year students (pictured above) were
appointed 1o run the AIB School Bank following interviews con-
ducied by AIB personnel. Sara O'Brien, Sinead Reed, Stephanie
Foganty, Roy @ Flynn, Stephanie Reed and Stephen MceCarthy, under
the guidunce of Ms. Me Donnell, dedicated their time (o gaining new
customers, opening new accounts and providing on going promotions
10 encourage their bank customers o sove regularly. As a part of the
ALB Biild a Bank Challenge the Bank Team had 10 submit o Business
Plan and o project titled Emerging Technologies in Student Banking to
AIB Head Office in Dublin. In March the students competed ot region-
al finals held in Silversprings Hotel. The students presented an exhibi-
tion on their project and were interviewed and adjudicated by three
Judges. Twenty schools from throughout Cork city and county compet-
ed in the event but success on the day went o St Aidan's. The students
each won a digital camera and o camcorder and TV/DVD Combo unit
wits won for the school, A specially commissioned piece of crysial was
also presented 1o the Bank Team on the day. Well done to all involved!

dampen the spirits of oor lids and ladies, who came through the ordeal
with flying colours, The third trip wis an overnight on the North slopes
of the Galtee range. Students and staff hiked lor an hour and a half up
the slapes before setting up camp near an abandoned shepherds stone
cottage beside o smull trowmt stream, Conditions were dry and sunny and
all enoking was done on an open campfire. [t was the first time for
miost students (o expenence an overmight in the Irish mountain coun-
tryside, and reports would indicate that it was thoroughly enjoyed.
Special thanks to staff members Mr. O Flynn, Ms. Cotier and Ms.
Scanlon without whom we could not have undentaken these expedi-
tions, J B Rea, Mathematics Depr,
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Tour of Dublin
e arrived in Dublin about 12 o' clock and immediately got the
LUAS to the Four Courts, We got a brief history of the courts
and were told how it wis badly domaged by fighting in the Irish Civil
War, but currently is where the Supreme Court sits in session. The
court hears murder, libel and individual cases. We went up to Christ
Church, the foundations of which are there for nearly 800 years, We
saw some beautiful religions fcons and old statues, saw where
Strongbow is buried and went into the treastire room. which wis amae-
ing. We passed through Temple Bar, an area full of cool tourists, trendy
shops und new apartments. Mr. McGrath 1old us that in the 1980's the

CILY councel nearly rme ¢ Bar into a COUrse, no
trip to Dublin would be complete without shopping (well, at least for
us girls) and so off we all went and shopped until we dropped. Next
stop was Trinity College. one of the oldest colleges in the world, which
wits very impressive. | did not realise that the Book of Kells is situat-
ed in Trinity. AL ope time Catholies were bunned from attending the
college. but we found out that this 15 not the case today and graduates
include Mary Robinson (past President) and President Me Aleese.
Another unexpected surprise was that, as u group, we got w know each
cther better and 1 think a few of us made some new friends. 1'd like 1o
thank the teachers who made the day possible. Rachel Forde




St. Aidans A.F.C.

he highlight of our year was undoubtedly the visit o Garretstown

beach on the 22nd of December for truining. A composite mixiure
of the Istvears, U-14', U-15 fi's, U-16 and L-18's went but the iy
wits spoiled by the glorious sunshine! An ey artic wind blowing
across the wide expanse of the deserted beach was just the tonie
required and congratulitions to all those who went Tor o plunge in the
gelid waters. The day staned in the Kylemore Café for break st o rig-
orous session of physical conditioning on the beach ensued and a thor-
oughly enjovable doy was rounded off by pool and bowling in the
Leisureplex in Blackpool, The teamwaork, friendship forged and abili
iy 1o thove under adverse conditions will stand 1w those who were
brove enough to go for many a vear, Well done. lods!!
Cur First Year team performied remarkahly well during the campaign,
losing after extra time oo physically strong Douglis team in the
Munster semi-final. 6-4 wet, was the final result but this is o team full

of promise anmdd will be back with a VERgEanee nexl yiear.
Chir L
very commitied, ver lost o an excellent Cobh side on one of the

I4'% put in o remarkable amount of effort in trmining and ane

biggest pitches in Western Europe!! They too will form the mueeleus of
151
Munster team did nod put in the required commitment and lost beciuse
of i, There is a lesson in that, Similarly our U= 16 Cork Cup team wis

next vears =15 fi's team and will be o maotch for anvone. Our L

withdrawn from the competition for that very reason
Finally, for L 18 senior team lost o o wonder goal (o0 very impres
wive Midehon C.B.S. outfin in o ercker o Leeds Park, They beat muny

lancied tewms on their way o the Munster quaner-final and can be

prowd of their ahsalute commitment to truining and professionalism
both on and ol the pitch. To the depanting Leaving Cents. may you all
have a bright Tutere and o successful one, Thanks for everyiling

A spectal thanks 1o M, Warren, Mr Ruby and MroO'Flynn for all their

elfort during the year

Boys Basketball

t Andan's boy's hasketball teams enjoyed unprecedented success
S[hi.\. yeur in winning four prestigious trophies as well as qualifying
for both the first and second vear All-Ireland competitions, The First
Year team enjoyed o fantastic season as they claimed the school's first
ever Cork A league title, The captains Roy Downey and Evin Kearney
were inspirationa] figures as they demonstrated the dedication and
skill levels required to become wop athletes. Having won the Cork
League, the team competed in the All-lreland competition in Limerick
against the elite baskethall schools in Ireland, They progressed (o the
quarter final stage following twi impressive victories over 56 Fintan's,
from Dublin, and Castleblaney. They bedt St Joseph's of Galway,
however they pol a repricve s best runners up and were, onically,
paired against Aidan's once again in the semi finals.
A futigued Aidon's ream foiled o replicate their previous performanc-

S i

. Q A AvVal

St. Aidan's Girls Basketball
he year began with the Cadet and Senior leams compeling valiant-
ly in their respective leagues, There wus some oulstanding play

from both sets of teams and we look forward 1o next year with the

same level of enthusiasm. The commitment of the minor and junior

s as the Galway outhit reversed the ubles o book their place n the
final. Despite the huge disappoiniment, the team finished the season
on a-high by winning the V.E.C competition in spectacular style, The
Second Years also qualified 1o the All-Treland in Castleisland,
Castleisland and St Joseph's proved oo strong in the All-Ireland play-
ofTs but a lot of credit must be strbuted w the plavers as they pro-
gressed enormously as o team this scason, The L-16 weam, under the
astute guidance of Ms Cotter, trinmphed for the second consecutive
year in the V.E.C competition, | would like 1o congralate Craig Forde
and Roy Downey who represented Cork this year in the inter-regional
hasketball competitions. A special mention goes 1o Calvin Healy, Dean
O Doherty, Shane O Connor, Graham Hosford and Gerald Sproul Tor
assisting me throughout the year. Absolute gentlemen! The Tuure is
extremely bright for St Aidan's Boys' Basketball Academy and All-
Ireland titles are definitely o realistic goal in the forthcoming years
Wr BLCoughifan
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teams this year, both 1o training and o maiches, was excellent with the
Junior team having a panel of nineteen. The Minor team worked well
together 1o gain a place in the quarter finals, unfortunately the other
team was just o strong for them on the day, The Junior team was fan-
tastic this year and thoroughly carned their place in the finals.

My, NoGrife & Ms. M. Scanfon




St. Aidan's Athletic Club
frer @ lapse of four years. the club started into training last September
This year we had studems competing in both Cross-Country and Truck

sprints, middle-distance, jumping and throwing.

& Field competitions, Most recently, on Saturduy, 12th May the South-
Munster Trock & Field Championship wok place ot the C.LT, Track. Shane
&Il.lri.l:'. of Class Siobhan ran very well wo finish 4thin the Sentor 200m final
Oleg Syrotyuk of Class Caitriona competed well o finish 4th in the inter-
mediate High Jump by achieving o PR, and he was 5thoin the Javelin,
Jomathan Tarapace qualified into the Final 8 in the Junior Long Jump, where
he fimished Tih overall, He also competed in the in the High Jump and the
Javelin. During the winter and spring triming was geared towards the Cross-
Country. Both Christopher Juyee and Bernard Geoghegin of Class Caitriona
proved the fittest in this discipline. They were ably assisted by Richard
Horgan, Cory O'Cullaghun and Linm Arnold, all of Class Cliona, to make up
the Intermediote team. The junior team of Luke Crowley, Keith Lomosney
and Dean O'Doherty, all of Class Aodan. made up the Junior Team. The
Minor team consisted of Eoin Lynch and Michael Healy of Class Brid,
Stephen O Reilly of Class Eannu and Aaron Whitmore of Class Colman. This
wiis the first season for all owr athletes and, hopefully. they gained vuluahle
experience for next vear It would be nice 1w see girls getting invalved in 8
Adthletics as it is a sport which has something wo suit evervone al all levels -
My, Heough,

St. Aidan's Under 14 Hurling

he St Aidan's Under 14 panel under the Captaincy of Niall

Creedon enjoved some mixed success during the year. We started
with a difficult game against Douglas CC and, despite a dominant sec-
ond half performance, the team left too much to do from the first half,
We lost 3:3 10 5;5. Calvin Healy, Craig Forde and Niall Creedon shone
for the home team. Next up was Cholaiste Choilm Ballincollig- again
4 home fixture in the Glen Fields. This time Ballincollig proved 1o be
no match for StAidan's who won the game 2:14 10 3:5 with some great
performances, this time from centre back Ryan Dunphy and centre for-
ward Daniel Morrissey. The game away aguinst Glanmire C.C. was
now crucial if we were Lo progress to the next round, This game wmed

o I s I i | I I sy,

our own patch two weeks Tater. The squad were rewarded
double score victory 2:12 1o 1:6. Here were some excelle
ances by Colin McCarthy, Roy Downey and David Rea. !
thee luck of the drow and received a by into the semi fina
fatrician Academy Maollow were 1o be our opponents. Th
played in Blarney and. unfortunately, the team just had o
days, However, in typical St Aidun’s fashion we showed
die attitude” in the second hall but, alas, Mallow enjoved a
win i the end. This was certiinly a learning curve for |
players and | must say at this stage thar with their enthusia
training and further development of talent these players
future ahead of them for their clubs and for 51 Aidan’s, A

PErvies &

St. Aidan’s Camogie
amogie training started this year in October. with training each
Tuesday wt the school field. After a slow start, numbers grew
enough to have our first game against Coachiford in the Glen Fields. A
lively game, played in misty conditions, suw S5 Aidan's girls lose by
three points 1o a more experienced side. Stll, it wis o good star, Our
next championship game was against Passage. o very strong team with
many years of playing behind them. In very cold and stormy weather

Passage ran oul convincing winners.As framning continu
levels increased and in the New Year we took on and be
kanturk and finally bear Coschiord in their own back varc
five new kit helped the menal amitude and our thanks to 1
this. Thanks also 0 Mory ol Glen Rovers for the constan
piich, and finally w Rob Loty of the Munster College
Association, We look forwand o continuing on the winnii
yeir M.

Iﬁlwrd by h'l"r:irr‘- S & Stephen Mo
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St. Aidan's Sports Day 2007

l]'\‘mum:lng.r I6th May brought us a beautiful sunny day Tor our anmual
Sports Day, The day was packed full of activities from start to fin-
ish with students from every yvear group involved, The atmosphere this
year was excellent with all students supporting each other throughout the
day, During the moming the students ook part in soccer, basketball,
hockey and table-tennis matches. Also, they attempted the high jump,
Javelin, shot putt and more!! In the afternoon the students ran as fast as
they could in the 200m, 100m, relay and the 3-legged race (which was }
more of a crawl in some cases!), Well done 1o everyone involved and a |3
huge thank you to the staff for all their help. Ms, N, Guile (PE. Teacher)




Blackpool Credit Union Limited

5 Gt. William O Brien Street.
Blackpool,
Cork.
Tel. 353+(21) 4501757

)
Fax 353+(21) 4505606

Opening Hours:

Monday: 9.15am - 4.00pm
Tuesday: 9.15am - 4.00pm
Wednesday: 9.15am - 4.00pm
Thursday: 9.30am - 4.00pm
Friday: 9.15am - 6.30pm
Saturday: 9.15am - 12.00pm

List of Services and Budget Payments

Gas VHI Foreign Exchange
Telephone BUPA Insurance Payments
ESB Rail Tickets [nsurance Benefit
Multichannel Gift Drafts Sky Digital
Financial Counselling Corporation Rents

PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH ST. AIDAN'S COMMUNITY COLLEGE




